
 
THE SANTA BARBARA 
CHURCH - STATE OF 

MARANHÃO 

 
 

WHERE WE WORK 

Santa Barbara island, São Luís - State of Maranhão 

 

WHAT WE DO 

Plant a church based on the principles of the bible, in such a way that it grows through its disciples, 

evangelism, and training of local leaders to expand the reign of God throughout the region - coastal Maranhão 

and rest of Earth. One of the men who were baptized, Edicarlos, had his life changed by Christ, for alcoholism 

is common within the community of fishermen but after they meet Christ this and other habits change. 

Some of the island dwellers speak of this change of habit but are not One of the men who was baptized, 

Edicarlos, had his life changed by Christ. Alcoholism is common among fishermen and this was no different in 

his life, but once he met Christ, this and other habits changed. Some islanders talk about their change and 

these people are not converted. Edicarlos is part of the first group of people who were baptized on the island. 

We also have Marilene, a 13-year-old who was also baptized. Her Aunt says her behavior has changed, and she 

often reads the Bible. 

 

WHAT WE NEED 

- A sound box and 2 microphones, microphone cables, and a multimedia projector – U$1,000.00  

- 100 plastic chairs (we're using chairs that we borrowed from a local school.) – U$1,000.00  

- A missionary couple who can live on the island to lead the process of planting our church. 

 

WHAT WE HAVE 

A piece of land, a great meeting room built of clay, a typical local dwelling where we carry out activities 

of biblical teaching with the community - they affectionately call it “Little Church”. A house for the missionaries 

and staff, and a 32X32 feet tent. 

 

OUR PRESENCE 

We began our mission in January 2014, in the Turiaçu region. The planting of other churches and 

further evangelization is yet to occur, and we are looking to establish partnerships with other organizations of 

the area. 

 

OUR REACH 

We started in January / 2014, in the region of Turiaçu, the evangelization and process for church 

planting and community development, in partnership with local churches and other places. Islands we want to 

reach:  



Sta. Bárbara – 130 Families | 1.200 People 

Cunhacunhema – 190 Families | 1.800 People 

Igarapé Grande – 46 Families | 300 People 

Areia Branca – 7 Families | 40 People 

Atins – 1 Families | 2 People 

Sabába – 40 Families | 300 People 

Miramar – 10 Families | 60 People 

Salinas – 3 Families | 25 People 

Latagão – 2 Families | 6 People 

 

The main subsistence of this population is the catching of fish, shrimp and crab. These islands are 

difficult to access since they can only be reached by boat, and one factor that hinders entry and exit is the tide. 

In the Maranhão coast there is daily water level fluctuation between 5 and 7 meters in height (or 16-22 feet), 

so it’s said there that “everything depends on the tide” since it can either help or prevent our trips to the 

islands. 

There is much problem with the invocation of spirits, which has imprisoned these people in darkness. 

There is little to no regular evangelical presence in these communities, no health on the islands and some 

people suffer greatly from illness. Education, when they have any, is very precarious; There’s a lack of qualified 

professionals, resources and appropriate places for teaching. 

OUR ACTIVITIES 

Our goal has been to make biweekly trips with our team or accompanied by church teams to Santa 

Barbara Island. We visit families, talk informally with the people by the docks, on the streets and in workplaces. 

We promote activities with children and adolescents in our multifunctional hall, and church services at night. 

In 2016 there was a partnership established with the First Baptist Church of Turiaçu to plant a church 

on Sta. Bárbara Island. We have been blessed by these brothers and sisters with lodging, food and logistical 

support for eventual necessities. At the end of 2016 five people were finally baptized and we are discipling 

them as our first ripe fruits. 

In January 2017 the Baptist Church of the Farol was formally added as another partner for the 

advancement of the gospel in the Sta. Barbara Island, and we have other churches that are supporting and 

studying the possibility of joining us. 

 

OUR TEAM 

 As of now, we have three missionaries currently working at the base office in São Luís. 


